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A Message from the Chief

Dzenu shawthan Kwanlin Dun,

This past summer went by quickly, but let's stay warm and take some time to reminisce
about the highlights.

In July, the Yukon Water Board and members of the public had the chance to hear from
community members and Elders about what was like before the dam. We heard not only
-A 74 4ib -A7 1- £D 4 e.l A74 - . -A 74 4D -A71- £D & 7. +-4 -1
our ancestors hunted on the banks of Taga Shaw. We heard of how the dam impacted
families from Kwanlin Dun First Nation, Carcross Tagish First Nation and Ta'an Kwach’an
Council, including our way of life. At the end of July, the Water Board decided in favour
of relicensing the dam with a number of conditions set by the three First Nations and
intervenors. You'll get to learn details about both the decision and the hearing in this
edition of the Kwanlin Dan Ch’a Newsletter.

4ib+ -

Also in this newsletter, you'll get a chance to read about the new Kusuwa
Park Management Plan. Signed in August, this plan puts KDFN'’s interests
— alongside those of Carcross/Tagish and Champagne Aishihik First
Nations front and centre when it comes to decision making in the
area. For the last 15 years elders, citizens, younger generations
have been providing important direction to the rich history
between Kwanlin Dun, Carcross Tagish, and Champagne Aishihik
and Yukon Government about direction the people wish to go.
The park management plan will capture the rich historical past
and include in the direction to include this in how the Kusuwa
will be co-managed in the future.

This Dan ch’a newsletter includes the third annual Fish Camp
at Ta’an Man, Graduation Ceremonies for students and the
Southern Tutchone Immersion language program graduation;
the bike rodeo, and much more.

v ]

Council is happy to see and hear progress in supporting
administration to create real partnerships to empower
citizens which include opening the Uncles House, and the very
TAEED..A7 e+.4 .D-. Sd41 41D N#9U -=2+9d
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LOTTERIES YUNOM

Arctic Winter Games

mascot reveal

On June 24, 2025, Councillor Ray Sydney was at
41D Ade +DRD- & 41D hAES-
Arctic Winter Games. Mascot Michael Jay is a
character from the locally produced tv series
Northern Tails.

The mascot reveal took place during the grand

opening of the new Northwestel retail store at

Chu Niikwan Place. Shé nithan, masin cho,

®7 - FIC.i -1 4i- Y 7 4 4iDb "id4Di
ARaad +/AE46& "0 4D+ - B. > 4w £D
inviting KDFN to the event!

A smashing good time

Sh&S 04i1% ®.8 A£i &7 - £iC.i -1
you to everyone who came out to the Smash Bros

night at the multipurpose building on July 31.

We’'d like to give a big shout out to Titan Games

for donating prizes!



Airport runway work completed

On September 4, the Yukon Government celebrated the
on-time completion of the runway upgrade at the Erik
Nielsen Airport which started in 2023. Collaboration, they
-0l S-. £+040/&- 4 4ib (+ pbAEA4S.
collaboration included Kwanlin Din First Nation, which
signed a community development agreement to bring
employment and training to Citizens. A big shout out to
Chu Niikwan LP for their participation!

Harm reduction & health

promotion at Haa Kusteeyi

We'd like to give a big shout out to the KDFN Pathways
and Health Outreach teams who were recently invited
by Carcross/Tagish First Nation to participate in Haa
Kusteeyi in July. The crew spent two days providing
culturally grounded harm reduction and health promotion
services at the event. Here's a few quick stats:

Let's celebrate success!

Do you know someone in the KDFN
» The teams engaged with and talked to 200 people community who deserves a shout out? Let
» Provided naloxone training to 40 people us know! Email communications@kdfn.
e g -YDI & &-Db. &4 1ib- 41 .DX7- 84Y A»d b4 + E- cax-a4a-4aBaa q b-.
of 42 players sure to tell the person, as we'll need their
» Provided transportation for one KDFN Elder permission to publish a story.

ShaS 04i1% ®.8 A£i &7 - E£iC.i -1 4i
your hard work and dedication!
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Creating memories through canoeing

This July, Youth Rec teamed up with our amazing partners at
EnviroWild for an unforgettable 8-day canoeing adventure!

1D p 7+ DY AbPeae- Sd4i 4i+PD 1-Y. -4 AD-

where the group built friendships, practiced canoeing skills,

and played games between swims and hanging out. From

there, the crew launched their canoes at Tatchun Creek and

paddled down the Yukon River all the way to the historic site
&9 +4 wb o+ 44D+ - pb4A -4 +51b 4

the chance to experience farm life in the North—feeding

animals, learning about sustainable living, and connecting

to the land in new ways.

o

2 4i1b S-Y 4ib+b S-. A +4-2b a -7
E & ® e.id e .S8 de -1 741 + . -
time the group returned to Whitehorse, they came back not only
with stronger canoe strokes, but with new friendships, a deeper
connection to nature, and a lifetime of stories to tell.

KWANLIN DAN CH'A 7
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YOUTH RE

Trail Explorers — a new
program and a huge success!

This spring we launched a brand-new program

— Trail Explorers — and it was a hit! Over several

months, youth ages 9+ laced up their runners and

hit the trails around McIntyre and Kwanlin (Miles

Canyon). The group spent their time exploring the :
-1 A78 1860 & £ elb £D -1 &+ S5 & .2

with every step.

By the end of the season, the progress was
incredible. Not only had their running skills
improved, but four youth felt ready to take on the
Raven 50 Youth Relay — a huge accomplishment!
Their challenge was to run 2.5 km without the
usual trail breaks, and every single one of them
rose to it with determination and excitement.

From strong starts to steady pacing, and even 1
e 8.10 & S841 - - - 74 (+3 4 4iD 4D i
p7.41 S &-+ 41DY i-1 £ D .0 £AD 4iDo+ e+
on the trails. Beyond running, this program gave -
youth the chance to connect with the land, 9’4_
discover their own resilience, and celebrate the |
bY & ADPd & -£40RD 741 +. 4 =b4diD+

Stay tuned to the KDFN Facebook page F,
and website for our Youth Recreation :
calendars! This fall, we're excited to
offer a variety of programs, including
afterschool drop-ins, Trail Explorers,
Boys Club, Girls Club, Teen Night,
biking, and more!

KWANLIN DAN CH’'A 11






Dusk’a Head Start Family
Learning Centre welcomes
new students this fall

Which season—winter, spring, summer, or fall—is the best? When the
kids are at Dusk'a, the entire season is at its best. When summer

e - Y -++3RDP. -1 4iD .7 APxd . 4 +8.D 7+
discover the Yukon's unspoiled natural beauty. We are exploring it
from the lake to the mountains. As we rocked the summer, our

Dusk’a Head Start Family Learning Centre pre-kindergarten
graduates are prepared to rock on to kindergarten. All of the

fun and exciting trips we took built lasting memories that our

children will treasure as they progress through life. This fall,

we have welcomed a new group of students to Dusk’a Head

Start Family Learning Centre. We are excited to work with

them and see them grow. See you next season!




14



PN Ve ol

W

KWANLIN DAN CH'A 15






New year,
new Mocs.

Students at Dusk’a Head Start were presented with
moccasins to wear while at the daycare.

This summer, Claire Strauss, KDFN Language & Culture
Connector, organized a program, calling out for people to
volunteer their time to make moccasins for the students
to use at Dusk’a Head Start Family Learning Centre.

“| originated the idea as a response to being a caregiver
for Dusk’a children from 2008-2022. In the time | was
there, the students never had moccasins as indoor
shoes. Now, as a language and culture connector, it
occurred to me | could engage the Citizens of the KDFN
community to make the moccasins.”

Over 25 people responded to the callout, including KDFN
b ( YPDP. (-+b 4. - |1 PRDP 4b-£ib+. &+ ' k-
Elementary.

On September 2, to celebrate the new school term, Eddy
Shorty was asked to sing and drum with the students as
they tried on their moccasins.

Those who helped make the moccasins were:

* Deanna Profeit

e Kristine Smarch
e Pearl Shorty

¢ Rukshana Mangal
* Alicia Vance

e Kristi Teramura

¢ Amanda Calbery
e Juanita Ellis

* Debra MaclIntosh
e Janet Hume

e Kiyera Smith

Sh&S 04i% ®.0 AI e&7 -
thank you, to everybody who helped
make this happen!




Swim little
salmon, swim!

On May 21, students from the Dusak’a Headstart Family

Ob-+ d & Db 4+Db +b b-.Pl ae £id a+y o
The fry had spent their lives until that point in the classroom,

so that the kids could watch them hatch and develop.

The students, their teachers and the staff said a prayer and
sang a song for the little salmon. In the wild, only one out of
every hundred eggs survives to adulthood.

A few days later, staff from KDFN's Heritage, Lands and
Resources department released more chinook fry into
Michie Creek.

Seven years from now, staff will be counting those same fry
as they come up the Yukon River.

This spring, Canada’s Department of Fisheries and
Oceans predicted that 18,000 Canadian-origin
.- S 71 .7+RORD 4iDb p 7+ BDY 7( 4
River into Canada.

This prediction led to the continued ban on
TA.8.4D ED -1 £7 47+- e.id &
River salmon. That ban started last year,

and will remain in place for seven years,
or until the number of salmon crossing
84 - -18- S-4b+. +b-EID. @

Alaska has also drastically reduced
.- e.i10 &® - E£40Rd406D. 0 4i
toRD+ A74 e.ib+. 8 41D €w .
+ 7@1 Y &f & - -10- - +d&xd §
salmon before they reach the border.

On August 30, the Whitehorse Fish
O-11D+ /£ 7 4D ®8a +D47+ &
the greatest number to have made it
4i-4 &-+ 7( 41D +3RD+ .8 £D &R




Congrats to
the class of

A big congratulations to Shania Domay, Ziela Gage-Manuel,
Donovan Gordon, Hayden Henyu, Myra Kendi, Sydney
LaRocque, Louis Thompson and James Malcolm

Wilson for graduating high school. Your
community is proud of you for your
persistence and hard work; and we’re
excited to watch you continue to
grow and chase your dreams.

Photos: The Yukon First
Nations Graduation was
held on June 13, 2025.






Community celebrates graduates
a #® S¥% pb U>84.¥%4 UI

On July 23 at the Kwanlin Duin Cultural Centre, — in their ancestral language; they can continually

the KDFN community gathered to celebrate inspire their loved ones and community members.

41D ®&+-17-4D. &4 #® SY% pb U>84.Y%4 Ul _4iD e+.4 R

ever community-designed, accredited Southern 5HDY I 51 "+p ai- p7.4 B-+ - - &®7-

Tutchone language immersion program. of the stu_dents “They helped to build a language
community.”

Over seven months, the students in this class - who )

+- @D 8§ -2b a+ A8 4 &aa - ial 7 m£EKnstg Bempster, KDFN's Manager of Language &
learn their ancestral language. They translated _Culture, told the graduates that through thei_r work
a children’s story. They spent time on the land in the program, they developed ancestral wisdom.

harvesting foods and learning traditional skills. 557 i-RD ADAE D 4 +£i-AD-+D+. & -

They learned how to use language documentation was lit generations before you,” she said. “Now you
and preservation technology. They sewed the 7 4 E-++Y 41-4 F-D 8 4 41D AT747+D
regalia they proudly wore on graduation day.

_ At a ceremony later in the summer, program
Master of Ceremonies Luke Campbell, who e+-17-4D. +DADSRDI - £ED+48e/E-4D
graduated from the Yukon Native Language Centre (+ e£8D EY &+ Wb 9+- D+ € 3RO +.
O- &&7-&2b bD+40e/A-4D g+ &+- 0 aﬁi?.a 2 5y 44% S *7- 3ebl - AP
ceremony an extraordinary moment in language yY 4D-/EiD+.
revitalization. He told graduates that they can now

4 Y .(P- 4 4iDb 4+DPDb. -1 4ibe.i/ -1fd+4
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Gettin’ ready for school!

Back to school can be a busy time of year, but not so busy that the

N#9U A& 7 84Y /-84 e 143 D 4 ®-41D+ &+ - s A+ S.D 4i+ 7eel -
4-A P £ RD+DPI & 4+PP A . D pY 4D .7 .i6 b -1 .7((+4 B - 4iB
7®e7.4 4x8. A-£ 4 .E) S S-. -17eb .7TEED.. 41- .3 (-+4 4 -

group of youth helpers who served up bannock tacos, drinks and treats.

Sh&S 041Y% ®.0 Ei &7 - EFiC.i -14i- Y 74 DPRDP+Y Db Si £- D254
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_perspective on
“the Whitehorse

- Dam’s new licence

Following an almost two-week long public hearing
on the impacts of the Whitehorse Dam,

the Yukon Waterboard approved a new 20 year
licence that will allow it to continue operating.

Kwanlin Din First Nation has worked since 2019 to
gather research and community stories about the
dam’s impact; took part in extensive negotiations
with the Yukon Government and Yukon Energy; and
made extensive recommendations about how the
dam should be operated in the coming decades.
The testimony delivered by community members
during the July’s public hearing was unprecedented
in the history of the Yukon Waterboard and made a
tangible impact on the attending audience.

KDFN'’s video submission to
the Yukon Water Board

The KDFN delegation to the Water Board hearing
showed a video compilation of interviews with
KDFN Citizens and Elders speaking about the dam
and its impacts. Towards the end of this video,
KDFN's Heritage Manager Susan Heffner asked the
interviewees what they would like the Water Board
to know or consider before making a decision

about the dam’s license. Here are a few of their
responses:

» Think about everything that’s connected to the
S-4b+ 4ib 7 4-0 . 4ib AED- e.i

the bears and even the insects. If you destroy
one, you destroy others as well.




e Integrate Indigenous knowledge into the dams
operations. We learned through thousands of
generations what worked and what didn’t, make
use of that learning.

The river is unique and has its own personality.
Consider what would need to change to treat it
respectfully, as a living being.

The licence granted by the Water Board this August
included a number of positive changes to the dam’s
operation including:

ZU#A}AZU 448 ®®d0RD. 98+.4 U-49
to develop a community-based monitoring
program for the dam.

ZU#AYAZU 4a b .7+D. 41D 04 +0
wetlands and their use by muskrat, birds, moose,
and traditional use plants.

ZU#AYAZU @¢ - 1-4D. 7(1-4D. 4 4i
Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan every
eRD YD-+. 4i-4 S-4Db+ - -=b D 4
can be re-assessed as necessary.

e ZU#A}AZUw 4a j 4 SIidA1 e d6RD 9 taddition b dhe license conditions, KDFN has

negotiated four Energy Agreements to ensure social
review the protocol that determines decisions -1 DE O/F AD Ped. &+ 7+ -498 }i
-+ 71 S-4Db+ f S 4i+ 7a&i 4ib 1- - 1 nowin effect, and ensure that we have a seat at the
+DE DIl Ei- &@b. t- (8 & '-1p7.406 tableIhat Be-can use to continue pushing towards
fS-1 PRD .( £- i-RD - .8 0e /& - ichpiovedAadn operations in the coming decades.

e.il -14ib DE .Y. 4D -. - Si D

and Fisheries & Oceans Canada a chance to

KWANLIN DAN CH'A 27






Traditional
knowledge
comes to life
at third annual
Fish Camp

For thousands of years, our people have maintained
a deep connection to the water, establishing camps
where land meets water in areas once abundant

with Chinook salmon. While salmon are now scarce,
Elders continue to emphasize the importance of

teaching youth how to live off the land, harvest )
+D.(DAE447 Y -1 (+ 4D/E4 41D +D -0 8 &
for future generations.

This year, Fish Camp ran for four days at Taan Man.
More than 100 community members attended each

j-Y -1 4&4- 8 6D. SP+D (+ R3IDI S64i e.l 4 4-4 .
home throughout the week. Between 8 — 10 youth p \' P
participated in the overnight camp run by KDFN f

Youth Outreach.

Elders Andy Carlick and Serge Serenko shared their
DX4D .8RD S Pleeb & e.ib+db. e.i (+ £D.
-1 .4DS-+1.i6( q-+48/&Ed(- 4. b-+ Pl e.i D44
processing, and preservation techniques, including
daily net setting and pulling. Facilitator Pricilla
Dawson, supported by Elder and co-facilitator
Darlene Scurvey, guided participants in cleaning,
AET7448 2 -11+Yd 2 e.l .7/A1 -. Siddbe)
Meanwhile, the Circle team, led by Karole O'Brien,
offered traditional arts activities including beading
lanyards and making large bead creatures and
caterpillars.

]

The Young Uncles team helped out with camp
operations, and the Pathways Working in a Good
Way program provided additional support.

KWANLIN DAN CH’A 29



N#9U 9d.1 -
evacuees from Saskatchewan

On May 28, 4000 members of Peter Ballantyne
First Nation in Saskatchewan evacuated their

i 4. SO le+E

S Meribeth Deen

“After being dislocated from their homes, they’'d
spent a lot of money on accommodations and other

£ 7 040D. 17D 4 Sd le+b gb ( D Bexpedses. 9a, Ehdyrwere asking for advice on where

homes ended up all over Saskatchewan, and
beyond. Some of them even ended up coming to
4ib 87 4

KDFN Citizen Priscilla Dawson and her husband
Andy Sewap have many family members among
those evacuees, including members of a group that
had been planning to travel north to participate in
4ib §7 tORD+ s7Db .4

Priscilla says that following the evacuation, she was
in touch with one of the competitor’'s mothers.

“They were going to drop out,” she says. “Even
though they’d been training and preparing for it.
So, | encouraged them to come up here and they
made it happen.”

The crew of four youth and two adults drove up
to Whitehorse with their voyageur canoe and a
aa-(b+.

7(( +4 4D-

they could all stay for relatively cheaply,” says
Priscilla. “I asked if KDFN could help. They offered

(D140 D -4 N#9U e.i A -to(let them stay in the wall tents set up for Fish

Camp at Lake Laberge.”

q+0./£0 - .-Y. 4i-4 4106. S-. 41D e+.4 R
37 &+ - -p +04Y & 41D &+ 7( -1 4]
her family had the opportunity to host so many of

their Saskatchewan relatives.

“It was really special for my boy to get to spend

that time here with his family,” says Priscilla, in

reference to her son Chase. “And to get out on the

water, and to give them the experience of going

e.l0 & -4 a - A+ 41D e+.4 486 b DRD

She says this visit also provided the opportunity for
a rich cultural exchange between the group from
Saskatchewan and the KDFN community members
-44D 16 & e.i £- (

“Steven Shorty had his drums out and was singing

to them,” says Priscilla. “It was also amazing for

members of the KDFN community to hear members

of the group from Saskatchewan speak Cree to one

- 4ib+ }ib+b -+b - Y f7D 4 +DPD . (D
that community, and for us here, who are working

so hard to revitalize our language, it was really

inspiring.”

Priscilla says she felt extremely grateful and proud
to be able to host the group at Fish Camp and
make them feel so welcome.




Thousands D 4 aRRR (70 A ADVDN - -1 @RRB
(Laded . (alee+DD . 4+ 410D N#9U' = + 3/
that'’s the tally for the amount of food given out to Citizens at
Of pO U n d S Of August 21's salmon give-away. Cars lined up at the Mclintyre
A- eb Il -. 1+6RD 4i+7 -1 S- 4i+7 (46 . SP

S a,l m O n g |Ve n picking up salmon.

O ut t O C Itl Z e n S The team from KDFN Heritage, Lands and Resources worked
hard to make this operation run as smoothly as possible,
and were happy to have the help of Kyle Domay, Dennis

Zimmerman, Pascale Savage as well as helpers from the farm
and Citizens from the Working in a Good Way Program.

l
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KDFN pilot project aims to build
community capacity to support

food sovereignty. and security

In June of this year, Sun Dog Farm handed the keys to On September 12, KDFN Council donated more
its 18 acre operation in Upper Labarge over to Kwanlin than 500 Ibs of potatoes and 300 Ibs of parsnips

Dun First Nation. This hand-over was made possible grown on the farm to the Food Bank Society of
by a three year lease and the continued support of the the Yukon. The society’s operations manager,
farm’s longstanding manager, Demitri Graviche. Heather Sealy, says this donation will save the
] o o ) food bank $3000 because they can avoid an order
There are multiple objectives to the project including: of potatoes and carrots from Edmonton.
* growing fresh, healthy and sustainable foods, The three season term on the farm is considered
accessible to KDFN Citizens - (8 4 (+ pDE4L -1 58 410 ®. & SP

decide to set up a permanent farm operation on

» providing employment and skill building for KDFN
Settlement Land.

Citizens

e contributing to the local food system to build
resilience

A crew of KDFN Citizens were hired and got to work
almost right away, growing produce and bringing
deliveries of greens and other goodies to the
U-4.8D iHealtlOCentre Community for
community members to pick up. They also

(+ ROIDI + 7Teei Y &BB A. & ( 4-
were handed out alongside salmon at
the annual salmon give-away in August.
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First Nations and Yukon Government§®
will work as equal partners, through §
_consensus, to manage Kusuwa Park

T

S Meribeth Deen

On July 22, 2025 Kwanlin Dun First Nation Chief “While we will of course continue to welcome visitors
€YD D4.8DAI06- wb- w 641 D4 -4 NG KuSuwq théprotection of our cultural connections
with leaders from the Carcross/Tagish First as well as uses and values of the land will be

Nation, Champagne and Aishihik First Nation and prioritized over recreation. Visitors to Kusuwa are

the Yukon Government to sign the Kusawa Park guests on our land, and as guests they should respect
Management Plan. This means that from this point our laws and traditions.”

forward, all four governments will work as equal
partners to protect the land, water and cultural
resources in the park.

KDFN'’s connection to Kusawa goes back thousands
of years. Artifacts recovered from melting ice
patches show that our ancestors hunted caribou in

This is an important step in the implementation the Kusuwa area as far back as 5000 years ago. One

of the KDFN Final Agreement. One unique feature T/ -+4088-£4 S-. 16./£ RD+DIl § aeea=
of the Plan is a Park Committee, with the three the study of ice patches across the Southern Yukon.

First Nations and Yukon Government collaborating Animal remains and human tools discovered in them

4 - -=&bD (-+ -F£45R0406D. - 1 (+ pb Ahdw hoyilide climate shifted over time and changed

means that Indigenous values and priorities will be the landscape, and how our people developed new

included in all decision making. technologies as a way to adapt.

“Most parks in Canada prioritize the visitors’ The new Park Management Plan ensures that

PDX(P+0Db £D -1 +b/E+D-48 - D p Yhditage il Hé&Bonoured through the use of

(-F£D 6 .-Y. }+ Y 9+8l-Y N#9U O- |.tradiide4 place names, culture camps, and special
management protocols for important heritage
.04D. . 7TAEI -. U% 10 -1 4iD }i-1 Y4
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KDFN policing updates

Community members may have noticed that

4iD+D i-RD APD - 7 AP+ &4 .4-h &2 A+ =2BD.+bD 6 araa

at the RCMP'’s policing unit at KDFN. In case you
are wondering about our current staff, here’s an
update.

s§7 8 anrae -1 .4 A.-AD Db p d Pl 4
4 A-AD PBDpPY
especially hockey and golf, though the rec kids
have shown him a thing or two about basketball!
Cst. Isabelle has been a great addition to the KDFN
polic\ir;jg team (and the Kwanlin Din NHT team)!

N#9U

(  1+48. 9-7 D+ i-. +DAED 4 Y p 8 DI 41

policing Unit from Whitehorse Detachment where
he was a Watch Commander for many years. Cpl.
Faulkner is taking over from Cst. Julia Mahoney

Si 181 - &®@+D-4 p A -4 41D N#9U (

s AP o&8..BD1 ( 9-7
years of policing experience throughout the Yukon

and was posted to a number of Yukon communities

through his policing career. Cpl. Faulkner loves

Cst. Nikki Perro has been posted to KDFN since
November 2023, she is the veteran in our group!
She grew up on Vancouver Island and had always

0 Abéereint@redtdd impdiicing. When she was in high
D+ i-. p7.4 7sdidel, $hé was part of a “Stetson and Spurs”

program run by the RCMP in her hometown.
Through the program, she got the opportunity to
go to the RCMP Training Academy in Regina for

17 40 &@ e.id @ A -48 & -1 41D 741 amweek 8nd got a feel for what it was like to be a

has spent considerable time in the mountains
and exploring Yukon'’s rivers and lakes. Prior to
b 8 6 & 4ibtTqg ( 9-7

- /£ D+AEO- e.ib+ -
where he grew up.

Cst. Philip Isabelle is a second generation Mountie
and was actually born in the Yukon. He lived here
until the age of three while his father was posted
at Whitehorse and Carmacks. From the Yukon,
Cst. Isabelle and his family were transferred to
Montreal. The entire family transferred back to the

( 0&ED hAEDH+ wib bS 4ib 04 S-. 4
choice for her! Cst. Perro was posted to the Yukon

b+ S + DI iénmddi@ely after completing her training and
construction industry in British Columbia as well as

has loved every minute of it. She is a trained crisis

q+d /D 'IS-+1bke 43-4 + AJAEYAE D 7 84 (-4+ D+

ATV and snowmobile driver. She’ll be the one
petting all the dogs in the community!

Please stop by the Justice wing of the Kashgék’

building if you are interested in connecting

S641 4ib ( 0KDG & 4b- |/ Sib4ib+ 04>,
chat, a conversation about the work we do and

the partnership we uphold, or for any kind of

assistance. We would like to hear your ideas about

how we can make your community safer.




LEAVE YOUIJ ARMOR

Morton’s

MURAL

There’s some new art on the

wall at Uncle’s House thanks

to KDFN Citizen Morton White.
Morton freehanded this mural,
starting with a pencil, then going
in with paint and a brush. This
mural is based on the logo for the
Vancouver based men'’s wellness
group, the Dudes Club, which was
designed by artist Fred Anderson.

Morton has been painting all
i6. 6ab 5A p7.4 .bb 84 -.
something | can do,” Morton says
about his art. “Carpenters can build
stuff. | can paint.”

The KDFN Men’s Group and the
Dudes Club have been working
together over the past two years to
share knowledge and support one
another. Both the KDFN Men’s Group
and the Dudes Club have travelled to
visit each other. Last spring, the two
groups attended a wellness retreat in ‘
Haida Gwaii.
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Passing down the artform
of traditional tattoos

Rebuilding lost practices through generations

}o. .7 b+
Health Centre to continue her work tattooing KDFN
Citizens as a cultural practice. This year, however,
she was accompanied by two KDFN Citizen
apprentices - Teagyn Vallevand, and Kailen Gingell.

“She reached out to me to see if that was
something | would be interested in doing.” Teagyn
explains. “I'm a visual artist, so | have a lot of
experience in traditional artforms.”

“For me it started when | was working at the

KDCC and organizing the Shakaat artist residency
when Anne applied,” explains Kailen. “At the time

| was like “AW SICK”, but looking back | think

it's really important to have that connection to

those tattooing traditions, so for us it was really
important to take that opportunity as soon as it

1 SP1 7( "D p7 (Pl 4i+ 7&i PRD+Y i
sure that she had a space to tattoo out of.”

Anne continued to work with the KDCC for 3 years,
with a booked schedule, and that really put into
perspective how important this practice is, and
how KDFN Citizens really need something like this.

Fast forward to now, and Aurora Hardy, Executive

+10 -4 + -4 41D U_-Headlth GenNeO
reached out to Kailen to offer the opportunity to
apprentice with Anne.

The two artists began to work with Anne last

S8 4b+ IPRD (8 & 4ibd+ . 9d
her this summer to assist with tattooing other
KDFN Citizens.

“I didn’t really have the time, but | was willing to
make time because | saw this as a priority, ” said
Kailen. “I think Teagyn and | were both a bit nervous,

S Olivia-Vivian Gatensby

D wW(6ED +D47+ DI 4 Unotking with Mh@fake practice skins, but Aurora

S-. 8 b > b7.4 4-44 D> -1 4i-4 (
a bit more and made us feel a bit better. | think

Teagyn and | have both done like three or four

tattoos on her.”

At the beginning, they mostly worked on simpler
ID.dae . + e 8.10 & 4-44 . 4i-4
on that needed another pass over. And it seems
that they have started to build up a reputation!

Teagyn described working under Anne as a really
helpful learning experience, because she got to
“drill in” the importance of procedure, such as
setup, keeping the workspace clean, and creating a
safe space for participants.

“I've been tattooed by her before, so | understand
h wzpeali_ngét is to receive traditional markings,”
said Teagyn. “It is a very cool process, and it was
nice to be able to connect with people that way.”

A big part of their work together was conversations

about our people's history with tattooing, (or the

lack thereof). Because research is so limited, it

kind of put the ball in their court to advocate for

a practice that had been essentially erased from

i0.4 +Y 4 & 4id. S-. p7.4 04408 &
listening, and building trusting relationships.

Now that they have some experience under their
AD 4. 4iDPYS8RD +DADOIRDI +b*7D.4. &

- | BnRtbnglahd gathérinys@dking them to provide

their tattoo services, and even brought their work
to the Haa Kusteey Celebration!
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Bannock-making in the garden

In July, members of the KDFN community gathered "iDb 04 £ DP. 4 -0 & A- E RD+ 4i
0 4iDb U-4.8dardeh th aerfect the skill of Charlene says you need to use a recipe designed for

£ d e A- £ RD+ 41D e+D i-+ D ddoKing & ihe Bven — if you use a fry bread recipe,

the workshop. the dough will be too greasy.

Charlene says she remembers a time when she If you want to use a stick to cook your bannock, use

didn’t know how to make bannock at all. However, willow and shave off the bark. For the workshop,

her kids always wanted bannock, so she got to Charlene used metal sticks and hot dogs, and

work. Not only did she learn to make Bannock but wrapped the dough around the meat. She says the

she experimented, learned different recipes and dough needs to be as thin as you can get it, that

different ways of making it. makes it easier to cook the whole way through.

Typically, it takes between 5 and 8 minutes for the

| 7eel 4 [ "'RD+ £ - . 4 f- B.( A8
cooking it on a stick, you’ll know when it is ready

because it will slide off easily.
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Shout out to
Derek Waugh!

Derek Waugh's help in the garden has been
8 R- 7-A D RDP+ 4ib .7 P+ >b .
afternoons a week watering and weeding.
In July, Derek and Trudy Burdess, Support
Services Manager, KDFN Health & Wellness,
Charlene Waugh’s strategically placed cups of coffee grounds in
. garden beds and greenhouses with the goal
Oven-Bannock Recipe: of deterring a gopher they caught munching
5 o on veggies. Derek and Trudy named the
e AT ) af 7+ gopher Yum Yum, and learned that he is
- 3 Thsp baking powder particularly fond of potatoes.

- 1/2 tsp salt
- Sugar to taste

f

TOX [+Y 8 2+DIdb 4. 4 =P4ib+ 7+
baking powder and sugar. Best to

mix well. Add 1/4 cup Lard.

Add to the dry ingredients and mix
with your hands and make pea
size. Add 3 cups of water/milk.

Try not to over mix! It will turn out
+ £ i1-+1 84 Y 7 RDP+ dX 84 ' P



SVa Yo

When | was a kid, this was the season when

SYa

Not your grandmother's corned beef and hash.

N\ [ ]
YVaET>U .
§ Kikchuks, Rae Mombourquette

Among my favourite of these meals was corn beef

7+ e.1 P4. 17 &2 & 4iDb (0 B 4+Dbb. -+aidhashq#seconded only by fried dry moose meat

i D.4D-1 tb(-8+DIl Sd4i 410k
around sticks, and my aunt Reene would sit on a
5 gallon bucket and quickly pluck at the invisible
strings, weaving in and out until the holes caused
by thrashing salmon were patched.

Our smoke house would undergo a kind of
conversion, the salmon cut into strips and dried,
e 0 e 7+ a+bbab+ --.0b
4ib . b a oD . b
bags. Dense, powdery poplar logs bucked and
stacked, the smoke house would be prepared for
larger game to be smoked and dried.

At hunting camp Grandma Emma would be the
primary cook and out there, cooking on an open
e+b .iD S 71 +bRARD - 4Y(P & £

sure she learned during the war. When the Alaska
highway was under construction, rationed food
and potted meats became a staple, these made
their way into traditional contemporary Yukon First
Nations' cuisine.

B 41-4 0. SyffoinB,
e.l - 1 ( -.408Angm®

e.id eeandofors. Kyigrandmother would always use

russet potatoes, peeled and thinly cut into sliced
rounds. These would be cooked in vegetable oil on
a large cast iron skillet, then white or yellow onions
would be added and cooked until soft. Then, she
-11Dl p7.4 B 7&i S-4D+ 4 +D-/&£i 41D .
the potatoes sitting on the top and she cooked
them until they were soft. Lastly, she added a can
Beef 1 Yoved helping by turning the key of
1 Eofhething | still like because it reminds
me of the post war era of crew cuts and army
fatigues. The corn beef mysteriously soaks up the
liquid and if left long enough the edges crisp up,
resulting in a delicious "stick to the ribs" meal to
feed a surprising number of people.

?hi?ye‘}:\h'rﬁy tamﬁ garden provided green and
purple bush beans and snap peas, as well as fresh
potatoes - Yukon Golds (which are waxier than the
russet). | served this autumnal favourite with fresh
BC corn and Yukon grown tomatoes sliced. My kids
tentatively tried it and enthusiastically asked for
more.

This isn't my grandmother's corned beef and hash,
but the legacy of this war-time meal has made a
spot on my family's table, along with a glass of
powdered orange tang.




Deck and
Landing Repairs
& Replacements

Dear KDFN Tenants,

The Community Services Department is currently
assessing decks and landings across all KDFN
properties to ensure they meet safety and quality
standards.

As part of our ongoing maintenance and
improvement efforts, we will be:

e Repairing existing structures as needed, or

e Replacing eligible structures with:

* An upper landing measuring up to 5 ft by 8 ft, and

* A small lower landing, if required by the National
Building Code.

When submitting a request
These upgrades are intended to enhance safety, 9 q ’

durability, and accessibility for all tenants. please include:

We will handle requests as they come in. v e nEnne celess

Unfortunately, not all decks can be upgraded, so we « A brief description of the issue

will prioritise based on our inspections.

» Photos of the deck or landing
(if available), to help us

prioritize assessments.

Homes selected for the Greener Neighbourhoods

qd 4 q+ a&+- - 1DD( D b+aeY +b4+ e4
have their decks upgraded as well.

Thank you for helping us
maintain safe and comfortable
homes for all KDFN tenants.

If your deck or landing is in need of repair or
replacement, we encourage you to report the issue
4 7+ hED } | 4i6. (P-.D £ 4-FE4 4

tb -40 . Zh/AED+

Sincerely,
Phone: (867) 633-7833 ext. 409
Email: davis.mckay@kdfn.net Kwanlin Duin First Nation
Zh/ED > 7+. T 1-Y 4 9+08l-Y & - Community Services
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Constructing
1-.% }-45%

The name Chasan Tatay,
which translates to Copper
Narrows, was chosen with
iInput from KDFN Citizens




Construction crews are hard at work on the Chasan P44 D PB4 -1-1a8&ibE4-+D. & : R

Tatéy subdivision at Range Point. They are digging & 87 -1 7iDb e 8.1P1  i-.% }-4%Y .
trenches for the sewer system, lot services, and include over 320 housing units including single
infrastructure. Other work to be done includes detached houses, duplexes, town houses, and

construction of a lift station, storm water pond, apartments.

roads, and a central park. o R .
Z Te&e7.4 da alladaa 10ba wb- €YD D¢

Once lots are complete, they will be made available Smith stopped by the construction site to see the
to individuals and developers through long term progress and talk to workers.
leases. Lease sales and income tax from residents

that move into Chasan Tatay will contribute to Shout out to our partners KDEN Citizen-owned

N#9U8. e - £8- e+ S4i - 1 .4-As o4 yNoRsHGopgruglion, Chu Nikwdn LP, and
Citizens. Castle Rock Enterprises. Sha{ nithan, masin
Al &7 - £IC.1 -1 41- Y 7 a+ Y 7+
Kwanlin Din First Nation is working together with couldn’t do it without you!
4ib : Rb+ D 4 & s§7 4i6. (+ pbA4 }ib

subdivision is being built on 14.85 hectares of KDFN
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Good things are
happening at
Sky High Ranch!

The new Sky High board, appointed by KDFN
Council, is chaired by Alicia Vance, and Troy Friday
is the Vice Chair. Other members are: Gary Bailie,
Rae Mombourquette, Hank Henry, Charles Waugh
and Greg Thompson. They have started work on a
strategic plan, and will be looking to the community
for direction and input in the months ahead.

With a new board in place made up of KDFN Citizens,
Sky High can now build partnerships and start
working on a long-term strategy, and continuing to
foster Citizen involvement in the ranch.

One important partnership that has been

0 .4+7 b 4- &8 DS (+ pbAE4. 6. S04i1 4ib U-40 -
Aboriginal Capital Corporations Association (NACCA),

a network of Indigenous Financial Institutions

that is dedicated to fostering Indigenous business

development. In September, Sky High board

members and KDFN Staff showed a group from

NACCA around the ranch. Funding from NACCA’s

Indigenous Tourism Fund has contributed to new

buildings at the ranch:

This past winter and summer, crews from Canyon
City Construction built two new cabins at Sky High
Wilderness Ranch. The cabins have one bedroom
each, plus a kitchen and woodstove.

Under construction now, The Visitor Experience

Centre, which will be open by the end of November

2025, will be a simple space to host groups and

Rd.04 +. 47 &4 4ib.b A76 180 . S8 1i-RD 4ib ADb be4
of rechargeable LED lighting.

These new buildings will contribute to the long term
business success of the ranch.




An update from Chu Nitkwan LP
Group of Companies

ROOTED IN THE YUKON: JUSTICE 4-PLEX

EYES ON OUR FUTURE }i6. DY £ 7 34Y (+ pDE4L +D -0 .

#D-+ 048ab . -1 b PeZf£d-+06D. for completion in 2025. It represents another step
& +S-+1 8 .4+D *4i1D 0 & p7.40&ED .D-
We are pleased to share the latest progress on our First Nation.

AE7++D 4 IPRD (D 4 (+ pPDAEA. Z7+ 4D- . £ 48 7D
to demonstrate dedication and excellence as we
S+ 4S-+1 £ (P48 = 8 848-43RD. SKY HIGHALALDERNESS RANCH

long-term vision of our First Nation.
We’'re proud to announce that substantial

completion of the Sky High Wilderness Ranch

KDFN HOUSING PROJECT cabins was reached on Friday, August 15, 2025.
1186, Db- 0 47 (+ pbE4 £D PA+-4D.
Duplexes & Single-Family Homes connection to our culture and land.

Al u_mts_are now complete, with f_am|l_|es alrea_dy We invite you to visit Fish Lake and see the cabins
moving into their new homes. This milestone is a

S X at igh Véil erpess Ranch for yourself—and
0@ Se&- 4 .4D( 3 -lI+D..0 & 17.9 aecor?é)g)gbo% ng'She for your next relaxing and
our community.

+Dp7RD -46 & D.£E-(D 41D -1
Townhomes

Townhomes Construction is progressing well, with YUKON GATHERING PLACE

exterior grading, insulation, and siding currently

underway. Completion is expected by the end We're thrilled to share that the Yukon Government
of October, allowing residents to move in before has announced funding for the design phase of this
winter sets in. RS.8 -+Y (+ bD/AE4 }ID §7 :-4iD+3 &

home to a convention centre and hotel—welcoming
guests from far and wide while celebrating the

BERYL PLACE CONDOS cultural spirit of our community.

Scheduled to break ground in October 2025, Beryl

Place will feature two 4-unit condo buildings. FASTEST BUILD IN THE YUKON
Located on beautiful lots with panoramic views

and direct forest access, these homes will offer —MARWELL INDUSTRIAL

the perfect blend of modern living and natural Exciting things are happening on Tlingit Street,
surroundings. where our newest commercial building is setting

records. Construction began in June, and we're on
track for occupancy by November—making it the
fastest build in the Yukon.




YOUTH CONSTRUCTION DAY 2025

Canyon City Construction proudly hosted Youth
Construction Day this August — an unforgettable
experience for our future builders and leaders.
Activities included:

* Heavy machinery play areas
* A commercial driving simulator

e Hands-on tool stations (including birdhouse
building!)

We'd love to make next year’s event even greater

— and we want to hear from you! If you have

suggestions, ideas, or feedback, please send them

to admin@cnlp.

A big thank-you to our partners—Yukon University,
Yukon Women in Trades and Technology, and
others—for making this event possible.

Special thanks to our prize sponsors: Finning,
Kilrich, Yukon Built, Macpherson Rentals, Chieftain,
and Air North. Your generosity helped inspire the
next generation.

IN CLOSING

We remain committed to delivering high-quality
IDPRD (D 4. 4i-4 +DfDAE4 7+ U-48 8. R6.8 - |
create lasting value.

Thank you for your continued trust and support.
§ 7+ £ elb £AD 47D . 7+ 6..0 4 A78 1 .4+ &
vibrant, and sustainable communities.

Sh&S 04i% ®.0 Ei @7 - EiC.i -1 4i- Y 7

Chu Niikwan LP Group of Companies







Updates from
'XDAT40RD /{ B0 ZhZAEE

Freedom of Information and Citizenship Committee
Protection of anacy Act KDFN's Citizenship Committee hosted an open
house in September to discuss possible changes

KDFN is introducing a new law: the Freedom of {0 the Citizenship Act.

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA).

This law will protect Citizens’ personal information, Citizens explored topics such as blood quantum,
support self-government, and make government adoption, transfers, removals, dual citizenship,
more transparent. and more. The open house provided an

ogpglr'gynit;f fg {gifize s4to learn about the Act

}18. 8. 41D e+.4 456 P 9Aqq &. AbPd aeandsharethe"thoug 4

will make government information easier to access
while keeping your privacy safe. The committee is now reviewing the feedback

ZJRD+ 4iD .7 D+ 4iD 'XDATASRD r%eé've(% 'Ihostconsultationsgnany
" Z(/E .7 4D1 S840 D Pe&Eod-+oD. FHBHB changes to the Act later this Fall.
staff through a survey, open house, Lunch’n’ Learn, To learn more about citizenship, visit:
and staff education sessions. Feedback gathered Kwanlindun.com/citizenship.
during these sessions will be included in the Act
before its Second Reading this Fall. For more details or questions, contact
T-+ DY -4 cadx-aaa-ecBRR 'X4 aaa +
Learn hOW the IaW WOI’kS and What |t means fOf yOU email Citizenship_act@kdfn.net_

by reading the draft Act, Companion Document,
and Fact Sheets at: kwanlindun.com/engagement.

For more details or questions, contact
T-+ DY -4 cde-aaa-eclRB 'X4 aaa +
D -0 e((- £ .7 4-456 i14 b4
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STAY UP TO DATE WITH WHAT'S HAPPENING AT KDFN!
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DESTINATION ADDRESS




