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Purpose of the

Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Community Submission
to YESAB

Yukon Energy Corporation’s (YEC) existing water license for
the Whitehorse and Lewes dams was issued in 2000, and is
scheduled to expire on May 31, 2025. To continue operating
the dams beyond 2025, YEC will need a new water license.
As a result, YEC need’s to submit a proposal to the Yukon
Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessment Board
(YESAB). The YESAB process guarantees opportunities for
Yukon First Nation participation through the seeking views and
information phase of the assessment.

This submission to YESAB comes directly from the Kwanlin
Dun First Nation (KDFN) Community Advisory Committee,
appointed in 2023 by KDFN Chief and Council. The mandate
of the Committee is to support the development of a KDFN
community values submission report to YESAB, to guide the
participation in community engagement and provide input into
the project negotiations, including recommending potential
compensatory and reconciliatory actions from a Kwanlin Din
perspective.

The Committee has worked with the KDFN Government, its
community, and contractors to present th&Community Values &
Calls to Actioras part of this submission.

The intention of the information presented within this

-/ "#--#)(5#-5.)5#(F/ ( 51" ,5." 5 -- --" (.5#-5 ) [/
and the mitigations and/or recommendations issued at the

conclusion of the assessment.
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Community Values, Calls to Action &
Markers for Success: At A Glance

The values
described within
the document are:

(.,)cc . (--85 -* .5),5 ./, 5 (5 )&)'# &5 ¢
), # -85 /&./, &5 #. !5 (5 )(( .#)(5.)5." 5 #0 ,

Reconciliation, Recognition of Rights and Displacement

Representation, Collaboration and Push for Infrastructure

Knowledge Transfer and Youth Involvement

Relationship Building and Trust

Equity, Justice and Social Responsibility

Advocacy for Salmon Conservation and Restoration

00 ~NO Ok WN -

The calls to action
presented within
the document are:

1 Acknowledgement and Accountability

2 Access, Food Security and Resource Permanence

3 Freshwater Fish, Birds, Mammals, Amphibians and Habitat

4 Barriers to Salmon Passage and Restoration

55 & . #)(-"#*-5 .1 (5 (#! ()/-5 (5 )(6 ( #!' ()/-5 (
and Water Users

655 )()'# 85 * #.35 (5 )'* (- .#)(5 D), .-

755 & #('S5 (#! ()/-5 )*& -5 (5 (/! -5)(5."5 (-

The markers for
success regarding
the impact of this
document are:

. 85 5(5 ,.(,-5"05, 5 (5, F . 5/*)(5."#-

* YESAB, YEC and Partners have discussed internally and brought the
appropriate partners together to discuss how to best move forward

* YEC and Partners align the calls to action within the respective First
Nation agreements associated with this process

* YEC and Partners agree to sit down with the KDFN Committee to
discuss the community values & calls to action

» Together, KDFN and YEC and Partners lay the foundation of
moving forward together by reaching consensus on calls to action
implementation, realistic time frames, and identifying our collective
responsibilities



We need to work with Yukon
Energy, Governments and
the Yukon First Nations
because it is important for us
to sustain all waterways for
future generations.

We can share our outlook on
water and how we can take
care of it, because it is so
#'*),. (.5 ),5/-5 ( 5.
and other animals that live

In this water and land”.

Navigating OUR Process

The YESAB process guarantees opportunities for Yukon First

Nation participation through the seeking views and information

* - 5)y5."5 -- --" (.75 O0O# 15 ( 5, F .#)(5) 5."¢%
requires an investment in time and resources in order to meet

51 (&#(5 (5 )"/ (#.351" , 51 5,5 .75 ( ,5)(
)/,5 .#)(5#-5 #0 ,- 5 (51 5 &&5" 0 5 #D , (.5&¢%
family identity that shape the way we approach the Whitehorse

and Lewes dams water-use relicensing. The information within

this submission has been collected through Indigenous ways of
knowing, being and doing, and is presented by our community in

an authentic and direct way.

" \gel;gcgmoglledge the scope of this submission is broader than

the parameters currently set by YESAB; and the subsequent

, +/#, " (.-5),5 5.)5 , --5-. . 5#'* .-75)1 0
provides a reconciliatory opportunity for all Governments, the City

of Whitehorse municipality and its residents, industry and partner
organizations to work with KDFN to support collective goals.
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YEC’s December 2023 proposal to YESAB states that there is an interest in a “commitment to

collaboration and a long-term relationship” and “the ways of the past are not the ways of thieife”.
Furthermore from the YEC proposal:

“Yukon Energy believes that being better together starts now. Maintaininguédichdp the

& ., # #.35-3-. '5/%)( ,-5, &35)(5 )(.#(/ -5.)5 P1#@ &5 -)B(!5#](55 3-5) 5 (
#('5.) 375 /%)(5 ( ,'35, ) (#4 -5." 5-.)(!'5 )((*&#5(pH.5 H& (585#)(-5* )

1..,85/&./, 85 (5" ,#. 185 (5 )"'#.-5.)5& ,(#(!'5 ,)'B5 p & ,-5) 5." 5* -

future about the impact our operations have and how to work better.

)15, & #)(-"#*-51#."5 #,-.5 . #)(-51#&&5-"5*(HB""5 /BI( -5-75!35 /./,
1%)(5 ( ,!35 )""#.-5.)51 &%#(!5 ( 51),%#('5.)! ." ,51#55 &,-.5 .#)(-5 )0 ,(
communities in a good way to build a better path forward and long-term relationshgedion

, )( #&# .#)(85, -* .85.,/-.85 )&& ), .#)(85 (5 )I(. #&#.37
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- 5/( ,-. ( #('51#."5 #,-.5 .#)(-5 )'""/(#.# -5 (5 )0 ,("#(-575 /%)(5 ( ,!35
)5 %#(!5#.-5%,)$ .-5 ( 5)* , .#)(-5-.,)(! ,5 3GB(()1&, !#F!6 5,-.5 .#)
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* y*& 5.)51,)15 (5 ( E.5 ,)'5." 51),%5 /%)(5 ( ,!35 ) -7b

Reconciliation in action will require much dialogue and hard conversations; nevtre-less we hope
to move forward together with YEC and other partners in a reconciliatory manner. We see our calls
to action as a way to formulate plans for action based on community values and perspectives.



The KDFN Community
Advisory Committee

The membership of the Kwanlin DUn First Nation Community
Advisory Committee (hereafter referred to as “Committee” or
CAC) was formally appointed by a KDFN Government Order in
Council with approved terms of reference in March of 2023.

The mandate of the Committee is to support the development of
a KDFN community values submission report to YESAB, guide
and participate in community engagement activities and provide
input into the project negotiations, including recommending
potential compensatory and reconciliatory actions from a
Kwanlin Din perspective.

"5 )"'#.. 5#-5' 5/*5) 5E0 5 5 #(#EAH-5 (-5
1#."5 #0 ,- 5 %!,)/( -85%()1& ! 85-%#&&-5 (
" 35 Mikah Fox —Wallachea, Rick Gingell —Kashgék;
Rae Mombourquette — Kikchuks, Elder Larry Smarch —Gooch
Shadia, and Carissa Waugh Eké Ewe

The Committee facilitated special events and open houses,
surveys, site visits and on-the-land tours to understand the
Kwanlin Dun perspective on the YEC water relicensing proposal.
Information and updates were shared with the KDFN community
through our website, social media and newsletter mail outs.

February 22, 2023 Community Open House
& Launch of Survey

August 4, 2023 Community surveys at the
KDFN Salmon Day

August 24,2023 e&.-$i5%$53 5 ®(€&5%1é( ,
5 5 al/,5, (" -5")/-85.",5-"5
tells us story” Story-Sharing Event

September 15,2023 /%)(5 #0 ,5 ) .5 )/,51#."5

October 21,2023 #. 60#-#.5.)5 /%) (5 ( ,!35 (
5 5 "5 "#."),-5 *# -5 #-"5

For more detail around the personal motivations and aspirations
of the committee members, see Why We Are Participating & Why
Do We Care in Appendix A.
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Dats k yu dan | kwanduir
Story-Sharing Event

With funding provided by YEC, we hosted a special story sharing engagement =
&& 5 &&.-$i15%%$53 5 = (é&5%1é( ,5a/,5, ("' -5")/- 85." ,
story”, with the purpose of ensuring:

* KDFN interests are represented and prioritized throughout the dam
relicensing process;

The preservation or enhancement of KDFN environmental, cultural and
heritage values in the Southern Lakes region, as well as the health and well-
being of the KDFN community are represented; and

Acknowledgment of historical and ongoing impacts of dams, and
potentially seek compensatory or reconciliatory actions for those impacts

We brought forward four central themes based on previous community
engagement and work in advance of the event. We listened to the community
on their thoughts, ideas and concerns under these four themes.

Max Zimmermann

1 “We are River People” 2 “Water is a Big Spirit”
Rosie Charlie Nakhela (Hazel) Bunbury / Cory Holway
KDFN's historical connection to activities Acknowledging the cumulative impacts

-/ "5 -5E-"#(!'85"/(.#(!'85., **#(!5 ()0 ,5.#"' 85." 5#(F/ ( -5) 5 &#'

), '#(!:5 -51 &&5 -5." 5-#!(#E ( ®Bhartge, and the many stressors on salmon,
salmon, are intertwined with the present- E-"85 (#' &-5 ( 5" #. .85." 5#'*)
day relationship to the waterfront and of ceremony and water as a sentient being.
surrounding area. The river is what
sustained us and is why we chose to live
#(5."#-5, 5#(5." 5E,-.5*& 75




“Our Grandrf\ﬁ*é‘hous

3 “Break Trail” 4

Chatrlie Burns

"5E( &5 ( 5- & 610 ,(" (.5
agreements took hard work and a
long time to negotiate and set up
our Governments. We are now in
a lawful and legal position to set
our own laws, our course for self-

L #( . #)(5 (51),%5.)5E25.
broken salmon trail.

"B0 ,(' (.5 (5 #.#4 (-5 ( 5

e, there she tells us

“Bring Back Voice /
Power to Our People”

Larry Smarch

KDFN want to be partners and collaborators not
only held with equal value, but acknowledged for
the strength and leadership we provide. Despite
the impacts and past wrongs, there are obligations,
reconciliatory actions and opportunities that our

public and City/industry partners would like to
realize through this experience

11

(E # #, -8



All photos: Max Zimmermann
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Elder Pat Joe, Elder Dr. Norma Shorty, Elder Joan Viksten and 5#(0#. 5)/,5 )'"'/(#.385
#&#. .),5 5)' )/,+/ .. 85)D , 5., #.#)( &85 Iadé¢rmhipand other partners

and academic insight on growing up along the Yukon River and the to share their perspectives and
importance of the connection between genealogy and geography; priorities in relation to the dams
the historical challenges of negotiating waterfront settlement and the impacts and opportunities
land within the City of Whitehorse boundary; past work with the )Mo 5 ) g 5#&&-., #)(8F
Whitehorse Fish Ladder and trying to understand Juvenile Chinook (vt (.5-0 J#)(-85F, - (. . #)(-
Salmon mortality rates and First Nation representation within the 5E&'5- , (#(!5) 5." 5")0# 5 -
Whitehorse Fish Ladder Interpretive Centre; the vital importance of 165 #(!'5 &')(5 #0 ,5 ~ "y (#5
place-based research models to discourse across generations; how (5 -. " 5* ( &5) 5 5 & -7

oral histories can be applied to water and water management; and
reconciliatory action when it comes to the Yukon River, Salmon and
the Kwanlin Din community.

The What We Heardreport regarding this event has already been
submitted as part of YEC’s proposal to YESAB. We hope that this
report written by KDFN is read in detail as part of the YESAB review.

13



almon People
We are Rlver People
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Kwanlin Dun Community Response
to YEC Water Relicensing:

We are Salmon People. We are River People.

In order to better understand our submission to YESAB, we present a brief summarization of
our relationship to the River and to Salmon

(5jrro85 1 (&#(5 (5 #.#4 (51 (35 /,0 351),% 51#."5." 5 )"'/(#.35.)5 ,#(!5
5#' -5 5 "#."),-5 '5" -5" 5)(5 5E-"5 ( 5E-" ,# *JB. 2 ,*.-5 |)'5"#-5
are highlighted in brown throughout this next section.

#( 5.#' 5#'''), & 85' "' ,-5) 5." 51 (&#(5 (5 #,-.5 .#)(5E-" 5 &)(!5." 5 ,

/%)(5 #0 ,5 ( 5#.-5' (35-., '-5 ( 5& % -5#(5%),( 55.85/ /&GB&&5-75-#-"#(!5

1 -50 ,35'/ "5 (5#(. !, &5* ,.5) 5 1 (&#(5 (-5 /&./, 75 ), 5." 5 '51 -5 [#&.8
#0 ,51 -5 /( (.51#."5E-"5 ( 5*,)0# 5." 5')-.5#'*),. (.5 )) 5-)/, 5 ),5." 51

#( 5." 5 )(-.,/ .#)(5) 5." 5 "#. "),- 5 *# -5 '85")1 0 (85." , 5" -5 (5 5-#!(#
, - 5#(5." 5(/' ,-5) 5E-"5." .51 , 5 /!".5 "53 75 /' )/-5 & ,-5#(5." 5 1
)"'/(#.35" 05 2%, -- 5)( ,(5(5,!, .5),5."5 *& .#)(5)"B-"HBE-"5-.) %-5#(5

area. The Elders have also expressed concern over the environmental damage that haséeen do

From the beginning, we have relied on the salmon to make their 3,000-kilometer journey
from the ocean back to their ancestral birth-waters to spawn within our Traditional Territory.
The salmon were dependable and predictable, always arriving around the same time and the
same places every summer. As Salmon People and as River People, we knew where to gather
(51" (5.)5" ,0 -.5- &")(75 5, -* . 5." 5 #G /&.5 ( 5&)(!5%)/,( 35! #(-.5." 5
current, without eating. Laying and fertilizing their orange-gold eggs before giving up ithe
lives to continue providing nourishment to plants and animals. We acknowledged this through
gathering and through ceremony; by leaving their young ones alone while they grew in lakes
and streams; by harvesting only what we needed to survive, keeping our traditional food
practices alive; and by using every part of the salmon. Today, we are a Salmon People facing
a global decline in salmon populations; and a River People who are working to create better
situations for both our people and our salmon.

1), (5,75 (5 -)(5 "),.35#(55) .5° 5 351!/.565)," (5 "),.35 ,785 .5 #!5 &')(85 7!
Photo source: Norma Shorty, KDFN Family Photo Collections

1Salmon content in this section adapted from: Connecting the Broken Salmon Trail, Our Refatidtis Southern
Lakes Salmon (May 2023) by: Carcross/Tagish First Nation, Taan Kwachan Council, Kwanlin Din First tlation an
Dennis Zimmermann, Whitehorse, Yukon.

2Excerpts from: 1996 Dam Impact Report, by Sweeny Scurvey, KDFN — pursuant to ContributioreAg@&85-333
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BEFORhe Whitehorse Da

All of the Elders interviewed stated & ,-5-35." .5." , 51,5 #D , (.5.3* -5) 5E
.55 1 (&#(5 (5E-" 5 &&0'85." 5 /%)(5 #0 ,5-/ "5 -5*#% 851"#. E-'
the Yukon River from the City of )5 (5- &")(75 /" ,)l-5 & ,-5, &&5." #,5
Whitehorse to Marsh Lake and in &)('5." 5 (%-5) 5."5/%)(5 #0 ,5 (5 -* #

% 5 ,! 5B-# C75 " 35 &&%. "),65 *# -75 " 35, "' "' ,5." , 5 #(!'5-)5

"YI5E-"#(!51 -5*& (.# /&5 .),.5." 35( 0 ,51 (.5"/(!,35 /,#(!5." 5-/"" ,75
"5 '51 -5 [#&.75 #-"#(!51 -5,45 5")15." 5E-"51)/& 5 5 ,# 5 ),5 -35
#(. 1, &5* ,.5) 5." 5 1 (&#(5

5
/&./, 5 ( 51 -5 51, .5 )) 5-)‘5"(")‘/%"5'" , 51 -5*& (.35) 5E-"5.)5!1)5 ,)/( 8

"' 5.7 5 [%)(5 #0 ,51 -5( 0 ,5)0 ,6E-" 75

%()1& ! 85 0 ,3)( 5.))%51" .5." 35¢ 5 # (!
" 35 # 5().5! .5!, 375 (5 & ,5.)& 5' 5) 5
5&#..& 5@ #,-.5 .#)(A5 )351")5)0 ,6E-" 5
"#-51, #( --75 )(- ,0 .#)(51 -5 50 ,35#'*),.
)0 ,( 5." 5., #.#)( &5 1 (&#(5 (5E-" ,375
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YA, Claude and Mary Tidd fonds, #7581

"5 15 "615@ /%)(5 #0 ,A5F)1-5.",)/!"5 ( 5 (5." 5 (#. 5 .. -85 ((/ &&35
*  #)/-5- &')(5 ,)--5." 5, #.#)( &5 ,,#.),# -5) 5." 5 (&")0(58&#(!#.85 !#-"85
),." (5 /. ")(5 (5 é(6-* %#(!5* )*& 75 ),5.")/- ( -5) 5! (, .#)(-85)/,5% )*& &
", 0-. 5(5.,0& 5.",)/1")/.5." 50 -.5 /%)(5 #0 ,5 , #( ! 5-3-. '-5 ( 5." 5- &'
)(( . 5/-5 &&85#(. , .#(!51#."5." 5& ( 851 . ,85-%35 ( 5 (#' &-75 " - 5-

, ./, ( 5.)5/-5 "53 |5 #-.# [.#('5(/.,# (.-5 (5)) 5 ),5 &&5&#0#(!5."#(1-5 &)
& O#(!5/-5." #,5 /./, 5! (, .#)(-85 5*,)'#- 5) 5, ./, (#(!59)5, ( 15."#-5%, #)/-5

"5 )/." (5 % -5, |#)(85-#./ . 5#(5-)/." ,(5 /%)(85 ( )'* -- -5 ** )2#' . &35kr

1#."#(5-" , 5, #.#)( &5 ,,#.),# -75 "#-5, 1#)(5#( &/ -5-)'5) 5." 5& ,!| -.5 #
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AFETERhe Whitehorse Dam
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We need to be helping
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8Source: Cox, J. (1999). Salmon in the Yukon
River Basin, Canada: A Compilation of
Historical Records and Written Narratives
(CRE-17-98). Restoration and Enhancement
Fund. Whitehorse, Yukon: Research Northwest

22

At one time, KDFN and other Southern Lakes First Nations were
able to sustainably provide food for themselves. Early estimates
)&& . S5#(# . 5." .5 ** )2#' . &35]i8iii5E-"51

harvested annually in the M'Clintock Rivér75 /,#(!5* %5E-"# (!
-)¢5)/,5E-"5 '*-51#."#(5." 5, 5 )/& 5" ,0 -.5

Chinnck salmon a day. In the past few years just over 150 salmon

have been counted at the Whitehorse Fish Ladder; as a result and

as e demenstraticn of our stewardship we have voluntarily not

harvested Chinook in our Traditional Territory for many decades.

Salmon popdlations face many pressures throughout their

life history, from successful hatching and feeding in stressed

tributaries as fry, to successful navigation of barriers such as the
"#."),-53,) & ., #5 '5 -5)/.6'#!, .#(!5%/0 (#

surviving long enough in the ocean to make the legendary journey

back to their home streams for spawning. These challenges add

)5." 5#(, -#(!5*,) & '-5 5 35 &&5E-"5 ( 514

climate change, development, human harvesting, human-made

barriers, pollution, predation and invasive species. It is therefore

no surprise that over the past decades, salmon runs from many

species and populations have gone down in number and salmon

are not reproducing in the same numbers as before.

Salmon need us to listen. Listen to their story, listen to their
struggle and to acknowledge that they are in trouble. This is
important for us today and will be even more important in the
future. Salmon need us to share our knowledge with all future
generations, across Nations and industry so they too can learn
respect for salmon, understand the importance of salmon

and clear waterways and care about the conservation and
reconciliation of salmon in Indigenous territories. Salmon need us
to maintain passage to spawning and rearing habitats and ensure
their young ones have a chance to make it below the dams, to the
ocean and back again.

(5), ,5.)5 )'*& .
/-5 , --5." G#'*

55 /&&5, O# 15) 5." 5 1 (&#(!
5." .5." 5 "#."),-5 '5" -5"
5., #.#)( &5E-"#(!5% .. ,(-5) 5." 5 1 (&#(5 (
%()1& ! 5,515 & 5.)5%,)* &35 -- --5." 5E-"#
1 (&#(5 (7

We will work to connect the broken salmon trail and ensure
salmon are back on our landscape again. In our calls to action, we
provide a path forward and call upon Yukon Energy Corporation,
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Yukon Salmon Sub-
Committee, Yukon First Nation Salmon Stewardship Alliance,
Yukon River Panel, the Government of Yukon's Department of
Environment and others to demonstrate commitment through a
series of actions.






Emphasizing the importance of recognizing the
interconnectedness of all elements in nature, including
rivers as lifelines for ecosystems, so that we may continue
a respectful and spiritual connection, relationship and
stewardship with the river, its inhabitants and their habitats
for many generations to come.

#I"&#!" . #(15." 5 ., #' (. &5 D .-5) 5 ""#(!5,#0 ,-85
disrupting natural cycles and ecological health by replacing
M '51#."5" (6 )(.,)&& 5F)15, . -85-)5." .51 5 (5& ,(5
from the past and apply better management strategies and
technologies that actively mitigate impacts of these disruptions
in the future.

Addressing the loss of nutrients and vital conditions for
ecosystem health due to damming, so that we can apply the
most advanced methodology, technology and research to
restore naturalized cyclical ecological health systems within
our Traditional Territory’s waterways.

Observing ongoing and cumulative environmental and climatic
changes, including warmer river temperatures and reduced
)23! (5& 0 &-85 D .#(!'5E-"5*)*/& .#)(-5 ( 5)0 , &&5,#0 ,5
health, so that we may collectively work with partners toward
mitigative measures on addressing ongoing and cumulative
environmental and climatic changes in order to restore and
"H#H(. #(5 )&)!'# &5" &."85-* #E &&35 , --#(!5.")- 5
D .#(!5E-"5*)*/& .#)(-7



e Qur collective oral histories, stories, memories and lived
2* # ( -5, F .#(!5." 5 *5"#-),# &5 )(( .#)(5.)5." 5,#0 ,5
are considered in decision-making, so that we may continue a
connection to cultural heritage through spiritual, communal and
cultural connection to the river as a vital and sacred resource;
and that we may implement our own values in management
processes as a tool to educate industry and the public.

e Our individual and collective connection to the landscape such
-5 ( -., &5E-"5 '*-5 (5, -5) 5., #.#)( &5 .#0#.# -5&#% 5
berry picking, snaring, trapping, medicinal plant harvesting and
), '#(!'5 , 5 -#!(. 5 -5/&./, &&35-#!(#E (.5 ( 5'#.#! .#0 5
measures are developed to protect the cultural connection to
these places, so that we can maintain and strengthen the vital
and intergenerational importance of passing down cultural
knowledge and traditional activities to younger generations; and
we may use our experiences as a tool to educate industry and
the public.

e Our family traditions, gatherings, and recreational activities
centered around the river are highlighted and considered in
#-#)(5' %#(!85-)5." .5." 5,#0 ,5 (5' #(. #(5#.-5-#1(#E- { 5
in shaping our identity, solidifying family bonds and restoring
traumatic and/or colonial impacts.

e ., --#('5." 5-#I(#E ( 5) 5., #.#)( &5*, .# -5, & . 5.)5
E-"#(!85E-"5 '*-85! ." #(!185*, * | #)(85 (5 )(-/"*.#)(5
) 5E-"5 ( 5." 5., (-'#--#)(5) 5#(. ,! (, .#)( &5%()1& ! 5
and skills in decision-making, so that we may maintain these as
integral parts of our cultural identity, heritage and story.



. 0) .#('5),5, )( #&# .),35 D),.-5." .5 %()18 !5
and address the displacement experienced by First Nation
communities due to urbanisation and infrastructure projects,
particularly for those who were forcibly removed from our
ancestral lands, so that our history and languages can be
L.t 1&&35 %()1& ' 85, *, - (. 5 (5, F . 5#(5." 5
history of the Kwanlin (Whitehorse) waterfront with the aim of
publicly and authentically presenting this updated perspective
across many platforms.

e #-/--#(!5." 5&)--5) 5E-"6 /&./, 85 )) 5-)0 , #!(.35 ( 5
associated impacts to community health and wellbeing
resulting from declining salmon populations caused by impacts
of the dam, so that we can formulate options and develop
sustainable solutions regarding food-sovereignty, traditional
subsistence and resource permanence.

e Acknowledging our displacement from our river homes,
society and sacred burial sites, loss of cultural practices and
disproportionately unfair economic impacts caused by dam
construction and its legacy, so that we can discuss options for
reconciliatory actions including methods of compensation.

* Recognition of trauma caused by events like residential
-"))&-5 (5." 50i*-5-))*85 #-*& ' (.5 (5."5") ,(5
epidemics of drug and alcohol use and murdered and missing,
so that we may focus on healing and reconnecting through
intergenerational teaching and learning.



Asserting our community voice in decision-making processes
related to infrastructure development and river management,
so that we may ensure the protection of our First Nations’
interests and the consideration of our cultural values regarding
sustaining ecological and cultural health in development.

Challenging colonial values that prioritize infrastructure
projects over ecological sustainability and Indigenous rights,
so that we can emphasize the need to decolonize and update
river management and urban development strategies and
development assessment practices.

Ensuring adequate Yukon First Nation representation
and appropriate relationships are in place regarding the

Y(.#(/ 5)* , .#)(5) 5." 5 "#. "),-53,) & .,#5 85
-)5." .51 5" 35 )(.#(/ 5.)5 ( E.5 ,)'5"3 ,)*)1 ,851"#& 5
also discussing additional options for renewable sources of
electricity.

Advocating for collaboration between industries, Governments
and First Nations to uphold ecological and cultural values

and ensure the sustainable management of the river and its
resources, so that we can all move forward with a spirit of
collaborative intent.



Ensuring the preservation of our cultural identity and

traditions, such as passing down knowledge, history, ceremony
and cultural practices to children and youth are considered in
decision-making and programming, so that we may maintain
the practice of knowledge transfer and ensure the legacy of our
cultural resilience.

Involving children and youth in activities such as cross-
/&.], &5 "' -- ),-"#*85 /&./, &5E-"5 '*-5 ( 5)(6." 5& ( 6
and-water experiences, so that we may ground and involve
our youth and future generations in our cultural heritage,
stewardship for lands and waters and the economy.

Ensuring stories from our Elders are remembered, shared and
considered, so that we may bridge the gap between generations
and re-establish connections to our knowledge and to our
cultural heritage.

/#& #('5, & .#)(-"#*-51#."5." 5& ( 851 . ,85 #,85E-"5 (5
wildlife, with a focus on sustainable practices, so that we may
prioritize the well-being of all future generations.



Building respect and trust between Yukon First Nations,
Governments, and other stakeholders through honest dialogue
and meaningful engagement, so that we can move forward
together in a spirit of collaborative intent.

Establishing laws and policies that recognize the Yukon River
as a living entity with inherent rights, so that we may foster
and promote our understanding and respect for the natural
world.

Practicing inclusive decision-making processes that involve

all relevant parties, including researchers, universities, NGOs

and industry, so we can ensure the best and the brightest

voices are represented alongside Yukon First Nations

traditional knowledge and are central in water governance and
)(- ,0 .#)(5 D),.-7

Advocating for inclusive and collaborative governance
structures that involve Indigenous communities, Governments,
organizations and other stakeholders in decision-making
processes related to water management and conservation,

so that we may continue establishing and maintaining
relationships and trust.



Recognizing the need for equity, justice and social responsibility

#(51 . ,51)0 ,(( 5 (5)(-,0 .#)(5 D),.-85*% ,.# /& ,&35#(5

addressing historical injustices and inequalities, so that we
are guaranteed opportunities to participate in all levels of
water governance, water conservation management and data
interpretation and analysis.

Advocating for the rights of Indigenous peoples and
marginalized communities to access and steward water
resources, so that we can express, promote and maintain our
cultural, spiritual and socioeconomic needs.

Commitment to address systemic issues such as environmental
racism, urban waste colonialism, displacement and unequal
access to clean water, so that we may aim to build more fair and
equitable water systems for all, rooted in our traditional laws.



Advocating for changes to infrastructure, such as rebuilding

E-"5& ,-5),5, .#(!5(C ./, &5-., '5 - " (.-85.)5 #&#.
inward and outward salmon migration and access to spawning

grounds, so that we can ensure salmon have safe passage above

and below the dam and continue to be a corner-stone species

for our people into the future.

Emphasizing the need for education and awareness on
environmental issues, including the historical use of rivers and
the impacts of human activities on salmon populations, so
that our people, our culture and languages are represented in
interpretive materials and recreational spaces, in a way that
others may learn how to respect the river and its inhabitants
from our perspective.

Addressing the urgent decline of salmon populations, including
declaring an emergency state and implementing measures to
protect and restore salmon habitats, so that we may ensure the
restoration of salmon populations for all future generations.

Advocating for improved management practices, such as re-
evaluating dam operations and establishing fair distribution
systems for salmon harvesting, so that we may establish
collaborative and cooperative strategies towards conservation
and restoration.

Emphasizing the need for honesty, trust, and collaboration
among Indigenous communities, Governments, organizations
and other stakeholders to bring back salmon populations,

so that we can ensure the sustainable management of
salmon for all future generations.









5- %5, ,ferthe historical and ongoing
lack of acknowledgement, accountability and
Kwanlin Diin presence on the Kwanlin (Whitehorse)
waterfront as a direct result of previous mindsets
strengthened by historical Federal and Territorial
Government legislation and policies. This includes
the forced relocation and removal of Kwanlin Diin

'#&# -5)D5." 51 (&#(5@ "#. "),-
infrastructure and development without consent
within then unceded Traditional Territories and the
impacts of residential schools which accelerated
the loss of Indigenous languages and perpetuated

A51

pressures on Indigenous lands, waters and .

resources. At the time the dam was constructed in
1957, First Nations people had no right to vote, hold
*/ &# 5)G 5),5)1(5& ( -755

Furthermore, limited and inconsistent responsibility

" -5 (5. % (5 (5, F 5#(5*/ &#-" 5
information about the Kwanlin (Whitehorse)

waterfront, as well as the associated surveying,

planning, development and construction of the City

of Whitehorse within the Kwanlin Din Traditional o

Territory. Community-level documentation and
research of Kwanlin Dun oral history, stories

and lived experiences regarding the Kwanlin
(Whitehorse) waterfront and development of the
Whitehorse and Lewes dams have been limited and
have never been publicly supported nor provided
the opportunity to be widely promoted, shared or
learned about.

We call upon YESAB, the City of Whitehorse,
Government agencies, Territorial and National
Parks, land holders, local businesses, the public and
developers including the Yukon Energy Corporation
and other partners to demonstrate commitment
through the following actions:

_Resptﬁt.%ﬂlg honour Kwanlin Dun First Nation
#(C&5 1, ' (.-5 35 G,'#(!5." 5,#!".5.)
establish and maintain our own waterfront
histories through Chapter 13, Schedule C; and
through public declarations of allyship.

Public acknowledgement and written apology
50" % 5 % 51 -5, . 5 ,)'5F))
without consultation with local First Nations; and

the impacts of erosion along the Yukon River from

#(, - 5 (5F/ ./ .#(!'51 . ,5& 0 &-5/*
have impacted Kwanlin Dun’'s access to ancestral

E-"5 '*-85., *5&#( -85., #&-85 ) .5&
water resources; and have impacted all our

relations downstream.

Provide adequate resources to enable Kwanlin
Dun First Nation to conduct a full archival,
historical and heritage review to enable

the creation of a written or other culturally
appropriate report to present an authentic
community history of the planning, construction,
operations and impacts of the Whitehorse and
Lewes dams, acknowledging that it was part of
the rapid colonial industrialization of the Kwanlin
(Whitehorse) waterfront. This should include

an extensive archival search at multiple archives
for information regarding past land holders,
construction companies, property transfers,
legislation, news articles, images, labourer

1! -85 "'*&)3 5, ), -5@-* #E 5.)5 #,
employees), journal entries, photographs, maps,
oral histories and lived experiences.



e (-/, 5." BE( #('-5) 5." 5"#-.),# &5 (5" ,#. !5, *),.5 , 5
promoted, maintained, shared and made available to the Kwanlin
Dun community through websites, social media, interpretive
-#1 (!5 (5#(. ,*, .#0 5 #-*& 3-85E-"5& ,5#(. ,*, . #0 5 ( 5
walking tours, employment and cultural training; and are used
to inform potential renaming of prominent features such as
structures, buildings, trails, roads, landmarks etc.

* Improve education and promotion of the Kwanlin (Whitehorse)
waterfront heritage and history with a focus on reconciliation.



5- %5, ,ferthe profound limitations We call upon the Yukon Energy Corporation and
on access to traditional lands and waters, food partners to demonstrate commitment through the
security and resource permanence resulting from following actions:
the impacts caused by the Whitehorse and Lewes

‘.5#( &/ #(!5F/ ./ .#(!51 . ,5& 0 &_SgFﬁz)engqt@nd honour the Kwanlin DUn First

and bank erosion. Together, these impacts led to _ -#) (5_ #( &_5 et G '_5 ?{5 G.'#(!5." 5
the disruption to our right of continued access inextinguishable right of Kwanlin Dln to access,

to traditional lands, waters and resources - our harvest, travel and camp along the Yukon River.

,”ght to be sgstameql by them and to transmit , * Provide adequate resources to enable Kwanlin

intergenerational skills and knowledge regarding Duin First Nation to conduct an extensive review

them. This includes Kwanlin Dun’'s Ieduced acces"s ) 5% -.BE-"5 '*.5 (51 (&#(5 (5 '#&
(5/-5.)5%(0)1(5 ( 5#(" ,#. SE-"#(!15-") 485 ..8%5F; | #(151 . ,5& 0 &-85F)

patches, small qnd large game and their r.]ak.mats, erosion, lack of access, reduced salmon and

cultural connection and tradltlongl transm|s§|on L -"1 . JBE-"5%)*/& .#)(-85%)&&/.#)(5

of knowledge, health and wellbeing, parenting and

food sovereignty.

contamination as a result of the Whitehorse
and Lewes dams — with the aim of calculating
damages.

* Investing in and supporting Kwanlin Dun food
sovereignty through purchase and distribution
of traditional foods and supporting sanctioned
community harvests and culture camps including
E-"5 (5!'"7

Provide adequate resources and partnership
#(5." 5# (.#E .#)(85#(. ,*, . . #)(5 (
development of dedicated cultural spaces for

1 (&#(5 (5.)5E-"85 ), ! 85, , . 85!
host families, communities and visitors.

Ensuring that employees and others who
conduct business and recreation in the areas of
the Whitehorse and Lewes dams are properly
educated and trained about the history and
impacts of Kwanlin (Whitehorse) waterfront
colonization; and equipped with actions for
reconciliation.



5- %5, ,ferthe social and biocultural We call upon Yukon Energy Corporation and

impacts from the Whitehorse and Lewes dams Government of Yukon's Department of Environment
, & . 5.)5 )-3-. '-85 , -"1 . ,5E-"85 #tpd@&donstrate commitment through the following
mammals, amphibians and their habitat. The actions:

project area within Kwanlin Diin's Traditional

Territory includes rivers, lakes and wetlands which

are a key part of the seasonal round, a major stop migration, reproduction and rearing times

along an intricate network of trails and important , & .#0 5.)5, & 0 (.5, -"1 . ,5E-"85""

&) #)(_5 '/’#(!5' (35 '#&35E-"#(!5 ( @nd/s(agg(a@phlblans, and identify how and to

camps and areas to gather and harvest. The what extent the power generation and associated
#-,/*.#)(5) 51 . ,5F)1851 . ,5& 0 &-5#( &t #3860 &5( -5, 5 D #(!5." '5 (5
F)) #(!5 (5 ,)-#)(5) 50 -.5 , -5)5& (5 ¢g' -5"-5D .-7

further fragmentation of habitats have altered the « Ensure all future environmental and socio-

land and water to the extent that some freshwater economic assessments include the cumulative
E-"5@-/ "5 -5& % 5.,)/.851"#. E-"5 ( 5() p" :(g)(S." 5& (- * 5#( &/ #(15 0 &/

pike), fur-bearing mammals (such as muskrat, otters the operating conditions of the dams to water

and begvers), bird populations and amphibian F)1-85& 0 &-85+/ &#.35 ( 5,#0 ,5 " (
populations declined to the extent that they were & .#)(-"#%*5.)5." 5 )-3-. '85 , -"1 |

no longer accessible to a cultural and economic

way of life; and people that depended on them for

generations. e )(#.),85 -- --5 (5#'*& ' (.5, -"1 . ,5
" #. .5, -),  #)(B5 (5" "(.5D),.-!
the Whitehorse and Lewes dams.

Require the monitoring and assessment of peak

birds, mammals, amphibians and their habitat.

* Establish, as a priority, a requirement that the
E-"5& ,5 (5, &. 51 . ,5#0 ,-#)(5-
(spillway and turbines) provide and allow for safe
year-round upstream and downstream passage of
, -"1 . ,5E-"5 (5" " &-7

* Prepare and publish annual reports regarding
(#.),#('5 (5'#.#! . #)(5 D),.-5.)5-/**
(5-.1,5,&0¢(5,-"1.,5E-"85 #,
mammals, amphibians and their habitat.



5- %5, | foerthe barriers to salmon

( 5E-"5* -- 1' 5 ( 5.)5#'*& ' (.5" -/, &
, =), #)(5 (5 (" "(.5D),.-5.5."5
Whitehorse and Lewes dams, including
#'*)0 ' (.-5.)5." 5 /,, (.5E-"5" . " ,35."
replaces the amount of assumed salmon fry that
perish when pushed through the turbines or
-*#&&1 375 "5 /,, (.5E-"5& ,5#-5 &
" 5&)(! -.51)) (B5E-"5& ,5#(5." 51),6
-' &&-5) 5. ,5 ( 5*)&&/. (.-51"# "5' 35
from entering the ladder and could harm their
health. Little to no information exists around
- &')(51")5 )5().5'#!, . 5/*5." BE-"5&
get to their spawning grounds, though Elders have
been talking about it for years. Current information
published about the lack of passage of migrating
- &")(5 .5." 5 "#. "),- 5 '5 ,)'5jrno6nQg+s
not convey the grave seriousness and devastating
impacts this has had on the Yukon River Chinook
salmon. This speaks to an overall disrespect to the
salmon who died at the base of the dam during the
3 ,-51" (5." 5E-"5& ,51 -5().5 )'*& .
" 5E-"5" 5()1", 5.)51)85." , ), 5, %
salmon trail. People were encouraged to harvest
."5a)( (4 b5) 5E-"5 % 5/*5 ,)'5." 5
Robert Service campground, which were later
pushed down river when they died because the
-' &&51 -5)D (-#0 5.)5." 5()(6 ( #! ()/-¢E
of Whitehorse residents now living in areas we
historically occupied. First Nations experiences
recount loading hundreds of salmon into gunny
sacks and trucking them upstream of the dam to
be released, in hopes some could reach their natal
streams and spawning grounds.



We call upon Yukon Energy Corporation,
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Yukon
Salmon Sub-Committee, Yukon First Nation Salmon
Stewardship Alliance, Yukon River Panel and the
Government of Yukon's Department of Environment
to demonstrate commitment through the follow
actions:

* Acknowledge the irreconcilable altering of the
salmon trail including historic estimates of the
number of salmon unable to spawn upstream of

Establish, as a priority, an investment strategy in
salmon restoration and enhancement programs
.5 ) /-5)(5_- &')(5E,-."51#."5." 5"
of success focused on increased numbers of
returning adult salmon. This should include
the full range of restoration and enhancement

D),.-5 ,)'5" #. .5 ( 5-* 1(#(!5!',)/( 5
improvements to small scale conservation or
stewardship hatcheries. We need to move beyond
compensation objectives.

"5 '5 .1 (5jrno6jrng51" (5." 5E -"5 Rrovidemdequate, long term support and

was not completed for those runs, as well as
historic and ongoing numbers of salmon that do
().5'#!, . 5* - 5."5/,, (.5E-"5&
upstream.

e Conduct studies and make necessary
investments with Kwanlin Dun First Nation
towards implementing a phased naturalization
) 5." 5 /,, (.5E-"5&

15 ( 5#H(#.# .

investment in an Indigenous-led Salmon
Stewardship Centre with potential for land

, 5. )lease ar(tensfer, use of existing salmon-related

-- .-5-/ "5 -5." 5E-"5" . " ;35 ( BE-"&
interpretive centre. It's essential that the Salmon
Stewardship Centre and hatchery demonstrates
that Kwanlin Din are occupying that space.

S Egswse the increased visibility of Kwanlin Diln

),5 /#& #(!5 5( 15 ( 5#'*,)0 5E-"5& algrshe Yukon River with an active role in

)(O ( 85#( ),'5 ( 5- %5E( &5 #,
the Elders.

. 0 &)*5- #E 5-., . I# -5."
" 5/-5) 5." bE-"5&
migrate downstream to avoid and mitigate
entrainment mortality through the turbines and
spillway. Prepare and publish annual reports on
entrainment monitoring, including presentations

( 5%/ &# .#)(-51#."5 )/(.
mortality rates.

J#)(B6)(5 " (.5) 5." 5" . " ,35 ( 5E-"5&
interpretive centre, to ensure Kwanlin DUn are
YO/ . #(!'5-. D5),# (. .#)(-5 (5 ( E.#(

) S1#&&S™ goky t(ﬁmsm and economic opportunities. These
,51"#& 53%/0 (# &paeesiill GRract schools and the public and will

provide opportunities for learning and education.

* Adopt appropriate evaluation mechanisms to

‘" -/, 5."5D .#0 ( --5) 5-/ "5E-"5* -.

#&#.35 ),adregoration programs.

* Consider demand side management for

electricity consumption during times of
key salmon migration both upstream and
downstream of the dam.



5- %5, ,ferthe gaps in the relationship,
respect and understanding outcomes between
Indigenous and Non-Indigenous land and water
users. The Whitehorse and Lewes dams supported
"5 )" #E . #)(5) 51 . ,5 -5 (5
resource for the public, resulting in a wedge
between interests. To this day, Yukon Energy
Corporation positions the economic interests
for supplying electric power in the Yukon against
the Yukon First Nations, which by design creates
. (-#)(85 )(F# .5 ( 5'#-'." 5 2*
understanding. All Yukoners, including Kwanlin
Dun want reliable, renewable power; however, the
use of the nearly 70-year-old dam continues to be
the major source of Yukon's power and a foregone

Y( &/-#)(5 ),5 )(.#(/ 5/- 75 " 5 )"
of water and the resulting rapids has also
contributed to a lack of respect for water and
salmon as some recreational use groups see it as a
playground which in itself is disrespectful especially
during salmon spawning and migration season.

We call upon Yukon Energy Corporation, the
public, the City of Whitehorse and partners to
demonstrate commitment through the follow
actions:

)(O)'# 5

Review and assess trails around the Whitehorse
and Lewes dams, focusing on new and widely
used recreational areas such as Schwatka Lake;
(50&/.5."5D .-5)5)0 ,/- 85*)&
erosion to trails and decimation of heritage sites

) ( _@d(v@ues and seek mitigations.

#E

[**),.5 (), " (.5 D),.-5 ,)/( 5-
respectful usage of motorized watercraft activity
)5, | 5 #-./, #(!15E-"5 ( 51#& &# 5%
Lake recreation area, especially during migration,
reﬁrbﬁaction and rearing seasons.

5 (

Facilitate the development of a respectful code
of conduct with recreational users, clubs and
tourism operators and limit activities such as
whitewater rafting or kayaking during the annual
salmon spawning and migration season below
the dam.

Install signage and garbage bins to promote
stewardship and deter illegal dumping at

recreation sites and boat launches; and prohibit
/I(/1."),#4 5)D6,) 50 "# & 5 --5)(5
trails and cultural sites.

Support an annual open house and gathering
with all parties around the land, waters and
operations of the Whitehorse and Lewes dams to
discuss mutual topics of interest with the overall
goal for relationship building and respectful co-
existence.



5- %5, ,for-the relative inequities to the We call upon Yukon Energy Corporation,

Kwanlin Dun First Nation through participation Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon
#(5."5 (E.-5 (5,0¢(51/,, (.&35 , IGoeBhment to demonstrate commitment
to Yukon Energy, Government of Yukon, other through the follow actions:

residents, businesses and individuals. Yukon First
Nations need more information, more options and :
more involvement in decision making. Recognizing the operations of Yukon Energy and the

that the Yukon First Nations are self-governing Whitehorse and Lewes dams. Including current
1#."5 (5#(. , -.5#(5- & 6-/G # ( 35 ( 5#(a_nd,fut95e#ep§rgyprojectsrelatedtobattery
participating as equals in the economic realities storage, solar, wind, hydro or other forms of

) 5.) 375 #.#4 (-5 (5 ( E # ,# -51 (.5.rengwablgenergy.

opportunities to succeed and have opportunities to be

e Support KDFN economic development in

Provide access to electrical power at

trained, mentored, educated e.md employed ‘Fhrough #-3)/(. 5, .-5),5#.#4 (-5 (5 (E #
Yukon Energy and the operations of the Whitehorse as compensation for use of our resources.
(5 1-5 '-85." 5 #-"5 . " 35 (5."5 #-"5
Ladder Interpretive Centre. This can be done with a * Guaranteed representation and decision-
positive impact, as KDFN has interests in renewable making role of Kwanlin Din on Yukon Energy
energy such as solar, wind and hydro power. and related boards and committees.

» Establish dedicated opportunities for
employment, mentoring, training, bursaries,
scholarships, research grants for Kwanlin Dln
#.#4 (-85 (E # ,# -853)/."5 ( 5-.1 (

* Adopting appropriate evaluation mechanisms
.)5" -/, 5." 5D .#0 ( --5) 5-/ "5 )()'
capacity and compensation programs.



5- %5, ,ferthe displacement and

), 5, &) .#)(5) 51 (&#(5 (5
Kwanlin (Whitehorse) waterfront due to rapid
industrialization including the building of the
Whitehorse and Lewes dams, resulted in a loss of
many things including our connection to place,
access to traditional foods, culture, teachings and
practises, ceremony and language. Kwanlin Din
reclamation of traditional lands and waters can be
done through an emphasis on cultural renewal and
connection. Camps and the river were a way of life

— a conversation with the water and animals around

you. We have experienced displacement through

both the physical relocation of our ancestors’

settlements and through the disconnection created

by changing our relationship with the river. Current
D),.-5 .5#(. ,*, . .#)(5 , 5*# '

, F .5 5a-#'*& b5/(

way of life.

We call upon Yukon Energy Corporation and

"#&# panmeks.tdb demonstrate commitment through the

follow actions:

Acknowledge Indigenous languages as a
fundamental and valued element of Canadian
and Yukon culture and society; and that there is
an urgency to preserve them through redressing
colonial place names.

("5 "1 . %5 %5 ¢(5).",5D
within Southern Lakes First Nations Traditional

L, #.),# -5.)5 ,5, F
area to Indigenous people.

Promote First Nation representation, traditional
use, repatriation, Indigenous traditional values

& 85 5 aphdSradittonal law in new investments in the
- ( #('5) 5." 5 ( #Mil{erribm Trail, Robert Service Campground,

Riverdale and the Kwanlin (Whitehorse)
waterfront through new and highly visual
interpretive displays, signage, public art,
publications and communications.

Identify cultural, heritage and museum grants and

opportunities to showcase Kwanlin Dun Elders,
#.#4 (-85 (E # ,# -5 ( 50)# -5

water through song, story, art and ceremony.

Support an annual salmon ceremony to “call the
salmon back” led by Southern Lakes First Nations
and recognition of salmon as a corner-stone
species to Kwanlin Din.

Establish gathering, teaching and ceremonial
spaces within the vicinity of the Whitehorse and
Lewes dams, Robert Service Campground and the
Millennium Trail.

.5." 5#'%),.
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Why have you given your time for this e ort?

Carissa: | wanted to help be the voice for our
salmon and our culture. | am an artist, | do a lot of
beadwork and through my work with the Yukon

First Nations Climate Action Fellowship | have
realized that | can do so much with my beadwork.

| can tell stories and | can do some activism for
things such as; Reconciliation, Salmon and Caribou,
Climate Action, Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls and 2Spirit, and Every Child
Matters. | also have a huge passion for climate
action, but not in a “let’s all bike to work” kind of
way, more so in a “Reconnection is Climate Action”
kind of way. Meaning we have all been looking at
the symptoms of climate change, and we need to
start looking at the causes. We have all become so
disconnected in our own ways through language,
not being out on the land in a good way, mind, body,
spirit, and so many more ways.

Larry: I'm dedicated to this relicensing not

$/-.5 ),5." 5E-"85 /.5 ),5." 53)/(! ,5*

have to do this right. It all starts with the water,

it needs to be taken care of. My solution was to

*.5 5 /&0 ,.5 3* --#(!5." 5 '51" [ 5."

can go. We can even put trees in there to make

more natural, low light. We don't have to come

#(5 )(. .51#."5." 5E-"85." 5E-"5 (5!)

through. We're living in the age where everything

1#&&5 5 )( 51#."5 )'*/. ,-85 )/(.#(!5.

&)1 ,#('51 . ,5.'*, ./, -5.)5 .., .5." ¢
“,5,5", &35 (35"))- 851"#. E-"5" C

‘)0 5 ,)'51" , 5." 35/- 5.)5-* 1(75 ,

see any trout anymore. Believe me our people

were here for thousands of years and we didn't

"0 5."#-5*) & '7T5 5 # (.5)0 ,"/(.85)

or over trap in one area, so please take this into

consideration and listen. We know what we're

talking about. We need to hang on to the culture

1 5"05& .85E-"5*& 3 5 5 #!5* |.5)

It kept a lot of people from starving. Our diet,

what we ate was all fat-free, no diseases, no heart

attacks, everything was good food. The moose, we

& ,( 5")15.)5*, - ,0 5)/,5'" .85)/,5E-

learned how to hunt, we learned how to walk in

snow, we learned how to build canoes, we learned

how to build shelters.



95 " (5 5E,-.50)# 5 )( ,(-5#(5Kijr5 #%, "8fdr always been invested in how we treat

a loss in food sovereignty and kinship to the " 5& (5 (51" .5 D .-5#.51#&&5" 0 5)
salmon impacted by the dam, lost opportunities generations. We are taught that we are stewards of

for cultural practises through the intergenerational the land and we do not own it. Therefore we must
transmission of skills and knowledge, and the do our part to inform, protect, conserve and make it
continued sterilization of Kwanlin Din from %()1(5." .51 5, 5." 5E,-.5* )*& 5) 5."#
S5 t#L"),- 5 0, ))(.5 7 5.)5F)) #(!85we have a responsibility to uphold.

development and a historic resistance to allow
Indigenous people prominent presences on the
waterfront within the City boundaries, | did so as
a Citizen who had only cut one salmon in her adult
life. That salmon was caught in my grandfather’s
territory, | was a visitor there, and | did not ask
why we were there, even though | grew up a literal
-.)( "-5.",)15 ,)'5." 5 /%)(5 #0 ,75 -5 5jo53 ,5
old woman, | felt that | had learnt all the lessons
required to be a caretaker of salmon as a food
source. That salmon had to be fed to the dogs

/- 55 #5().5-., . "5." 5-%#(5.)5 &&)15 #,F)15
between each cut mark while in the smoke-house

(5 &)15F# -5!).5.)5#.75 )151i53 ,-5#(5 5- &')(5

harvesting moratorium on the Yukon River, | have
the mind and the voice to ask why — and to be
part of the strong talks that will acknowledge an
alternative history of the Yukon River, bushwhacking
a way forward so that Kwanlin Din, and all Yukon
First Nations shall never be left behind again, and
E2#(!5." .5., #&5-)5." .5'35)1(5 "#& , (85 ( 5 &&5
Yukon children will see a Yukon River Salmon and
know how to be a caretaker of this land, these
waters and our kin who rely on those of us who can
speak, and now, in a day of reconciliation, can be
heard.

# 9% Wvanted to learn more about what our people
lost from the river once the dam was put into place,
and to bring back our traditional teachings on the
river.



What is most important to you to bring forward to YESAB?

Carissa: Salmon, art and culture are most

important to me. | have seen so many stories get

told through art and those stories have important

life lessons. Our salmon are almost extinct, and a

lot of non-Indigenous people may not realize how

much culture and traditions would die with our

salmon. Our salmon have kept us alive and given so

much, now it is our turn to take care of them and we

need everybody for this. It's so disheartening to boat
)1(5." 5,#0 ,5 ( 5-

Larry: The most important thing, why I'm sitting

on this committee is for the children and to put
things in a better way for them in the future. it's not
only for the children but the unborn children that
have to live if we don't get this problem resolved.
Good faith has not been kept in our land claims, I'm
only one man but what I've seen on the river was
devastating. Where the trees and the land is eroding
away from holding the water back, and trapping

the water. Who is going to pay for all the damages
done? We used dogs, we used the wind, the water
was the highway - there is no one thing that is most
important in this - there are lots of things that are
important to our people. The land, the water, the
language, the practices of our traditional way of
living are gone, it's not just one problem - it's many
problems. Our children and their children are the

5-)5' (35 '*.35E-

9YESARB falls short of establishing resolutions
and determinations regarding the enduring
relationship that Yukon First Nations people
have to the land, to the water and to the animals,
whom we call our kin — referring to a time before
there was YESAB, a gold rush or a name for the
Yukon Territory, before Canada, before British
North America, before the Bering land bridge. We
have endured the onslaught of resource takers,

"\iBe lived To see our homes destroyed, our food

sources decimated, the imposition of then foreign
Governments, laws, enforcers, educators, languages,
the removal of our children and the attempt to
permanently sever relationship to the land, water,
animals and each other. We are told, through

the YESAB process, the past is not important in
considering factors for ongoing and modern Yukon
development. It is important for me to remind
decision makers that my Aboriginal Rights, given to
my ancestors by Raven, and handed down to me are
inextinguishable, they prevail Final Agreements and
exist even if your process considers them but fails to
mitigate for them.

#% "KDFN and the other Indigenous
communities were here long before the building
) 5.5 '5 (5."5 '5"-5D
generations since its inception. The stories and

)( -51")51#&&5 5-/D ,#(!'5# 51 5 )( .5Hictubes sholv,ghysically the land has changed and

as a result how our ancestors’ lives were changed
and displaced. The history must be known and we
need to conserve the land and make sure proper
procedures are in place in order to revitalize the
land and the salmon population.

# %TBat they are responsible for the salmon
decline and need to be accountable. We have lost
our traditional ways, we are river people and it has

(5. % (5 1 375 )15 , 53)/5!)#(!5.)5 ,¢

salmon back?

5 &&5."



What do you care the most about to bring forward to YESAB?

Carissa: | care about our traditions and our culture,

( 5)/,5 1.1, 5p5! (, .#)(-75 35
camp by the Yukon River, called Atsua Ku. We used
.)5 5 & 5.)5- .5)/,5E-"( .5
salmon that we could harvest and feed multiple
families. There is so much culture and traditions just
in that, but because our salmon are almost gone, we
cannot set the net and we haven't been able to teach
the younger generations. I'm thinking of our future
and what my future grandchildren will have. | do
have lots of hope but our Governments need to work
with us, everyone needs to work together to properly
bring our salmon back home in a good way.

Larry: | would like to see more value placed on

our traditional knowledge, our knowledge is just as
good. It's important that First Nations have a role

in these projects and how the decisions get made.
Where they built the dam, they didn't even ask us.

| don't remember when they decided that, they just
claimed it - they didn't even ask us. There was no
First Nations voting at the time, we didn't have our
rights yet. They did what they wanted to, a lot of
negative impacts from pollution, loss of salmon and
pushing us away from our place along the river. They
made sure we were pushed away from the river, my

9Regarding the YEC water relicensing proposal,

"# & 3 5 '‘and3h& ¥ESAB pbocess it is most important for me

to contribute to a Kwanlin Diin community-based

,)--5." 5,¢alls (dagtmdn redabding the historic and on-going

truth of Kwanlin Din on the Whitehorse waterfront
—including the impacts of the construction and
continued operation of the hydroelectric dam,
speaking truth for the salmon and freshwater
E-"85 (#' &-5 (5 ( #! ()/-5 '"#&# -5#'*
by the dam and water levels associated with

the dam. Regarding YESAB generally, it is most
important to ask for the redress of the legacy of
Yukon ‘frontierism’ which has not meaningfully
nor substantially included a holistic Indigenous
perspective by establishing and adopting a new-
normative legacy of reconciliation action in Yukon
development.

#% "We need to take heed of past mistakes and
have prior informed consent on decisions that will
be made regarding our Traditional Territory. We
need to have an equal seat at the table when making
decisions and our people also need to be properly
compensated for the use of the land which we all are
fortunate to live and reside on.

P(, .#)(5 # 5().5 0 (5%()15." , 51 , 5E#"®M®p#t(dre they going to do to make sure

through. One day | was sitting by where the mall is
now, and | saw all these salmon, they were all red, in
the river - they are not there no more.

the salmon comes back for all future people? We
lost our ways on the river, our future generations
will never experience what our grandparents
experienced. | would like to be able to go salmon
E-"#('51" , 5'35!, ( *, (.-5 # 755
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